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(7, A.SHERBOURNE ST. TO BROADVIEW AVE.:

SEASONAL SERVICING

PROBLEM: Often the chief deterrent to cyclists riding year round is the quality

of road surface. Unlike motorists who benefit by an official policy aimed at im-

proving that quality, we cyclists, tax-

payers and voters ourselves, are en-

dangered by a program that deliber-

ately degrades it.

Viaduct: Icebound Bikeway; Sidewalks &
Motor-lanes Clear (Line Added For Reference)

Every winter the City uses bikeways as
dumps for snow, slush and ice. As well
as imperiling cyclists, the practice has-
tens road decay by impeding drainage of

runoff and contributing to pooling.

PrROPOSAL: These photos  from the Bloor & Sherbourne: Bike Lanes AFTER
winter of 2008 illustrate clearly that Clearing! (Line Added For Reference )

there is no technical reason why bike

lanes cannot be serviced: if vehicle lanes and sidewalks can be cleared, bike lanes | BT R NI A TNNa EE I emm N e Re 1oy
# Accumulations Prevent Runoff.

can and should be as well. In northern European cities year round servicing of bike
cordons is typical.
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The Viaduct bikeway is a vital part of Toronto's cycling infrastructure; it funnels a large volume of bicycle and motorized traf-
fic onto the same roadway. The inadequacies and safety hazards of the bike lanes on and around the Bloor Viaduct have per-
sisted for years for no technical reasons and in the full knowledge of municipal politicians and committees. They will only be
addressed by galvanizing political will between those working to change the situation, those voters who cycle and those who
would if it were safer.

There is nothing mysterious about designing, building, and maintaining good bike lanes; it has been done and continues to be
done by forward thinking cities the world over (please see References). So if it's worth doing, it's worth doing right; we should
stop accepting mediocrity and start subscribing to best practice. Toronto's cyclists—indeed, all its citizens!-deserve it.
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CITY OF TORONTO:
The Official Toronto Bike Plan
http:/ /www.toronto.ca/ cycling /bikeplan /index.htm
Toronto Cycling Advisory Committee (TCAC)
http:/ /www.toronto.ca/ cycling/ committee /index.htm
Toronto Coalition for Active Transportation
http:/ / www.torontocat.ca/main/
Public Works and Infrastructure Committee

http:/ /www.toronto.ca/committees / public-works-infrastructure.htm

LOoCAL ADVOCACY AND MEDIA:

Toronto Cyclists Union http:/ /bikeunion.to/

Toronto Bicycling Network http:/ /www.tbn.ca/

Advocacy for Respect for Cyclists  http:/ /www.respect.to/wiki/

TorontoCranks http:/ /www.torontocranks.com/

I Bike T.O. http:/ / www.ibiketo.ca/

Take The Tooker http:/ / takethetooker.ca/

Bells On Bloor http:/ /www.bellsonbloor.ca
REFERENCES:

¢ Portland's Blue Bike Lanes (PDF)
http:/ /www.portlandonline.com/shared / cfm /image.cfm?id=58842

e Making Cycling Irresistible: Lessons from the Netherlands, Denmark and Germany (PDF)
by John Pucher and Ralph Buehler (Revised version: November 12, 2007)
http:/ / policy.rutgers.edu/ faculty / pucher/irresistible.pdf

¢ World Transport Policy & Practice: At the Frontiers of Cycling. (PDF)
http:/ / www.eco-logica.co.uk/pdf/wtpp13.3.pdf

¢ USDOT Federal HighwayAdministration University Course on Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety
Lesson 15: Bicycle Lanes (HTML or PDF)
http:/ /www.tfhrc.gov /safety / pedbike / pubs/ 05085/ chapt15.htm

® Metro Toronto Transportation Dept., Review of Bicycle Facilities on Metro Roads, 1993.
Toronto Public Library, Urban Affairs: 388 41109 R265

¢ City Cycling Facts, October 1994, Toronto City Cycling Committee



